
 

 

Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: gfwesley@midconetwork.com 

Check out the Newsle'er online at: www.gfwesley.org 
 

Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship �mes 
 

Office hours: Mon. thru Fri. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Pastor: ................................................ Reverend Howie Baird 

Coordinator of Lay Ministries: .......................... Judy Christy 

Choir Director/Organist:............................. Marjorie Myrold 

Choir Accompanist: ................................... Carol Lamberson 

Youth Leader: ............................................... Mark Schlasner 

Bookkeeper/ Office Assistant: ...................... Tanya Murphy 
 

The Wesley Witness 
A publica�on of Wesley United Methodist Church.  Published 

12 �mes each year to keep members and friends informed of 

programs of the church and to report news about the Wesley 

family.  

For our Prayers --- 

 In Care or Assisted living facilities:   

Virgil Haake, Charlene Kotts, Dave & Jean Beach, 

Joan Bristol, Dean Hruska, Ellen Gray, Beulah 

Hodges, Shirley & Phyllis Sand, Emolyn Skinner, Lois 

Weisser, Darlene Hinsz, Kent Cable, Velma Fruetel, 

Verle Ralston, Billie Dixon’s mother(in Bismarck)   

At Home:  Carol Clark, Karen Griffin, Coleen Nygaard, Ole Dahlen, Alice 

Darling, Marlo Gade, Marie Koth, Pat Klokstad, Carolyn Strand, Kyle 

Whitcomb’s mother, Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and father  

In the hospital:  Neil & Cleo Rowe’s 17-yr. old great-nephew in Phoenix, AZ 

We also pray for health and healing for Pastor Howie & Megan’s nephew 
Anders;  

If there are joys or concerns that you would like to have included in this 
monthly prayer list, please email them to 
judy.gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

 If you are interested in being part of a Monday morning prayer group 
that will get meet at the church to pray for joys and concerns expressed in 
worship on Sunday mornings or shared on prayer request cards, please 
talk to Pastor Howie, Judy Christy or Penny Millspaugh.  

Check out our new 

website! The 
address is the same 

at  www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep up 

with what's going on 

at Wesley 

 

 

2015 

Wesley Worship 

Schedule 

  8:30  Worship 

  9:00  Children’s Music 

  9:30  Sunday School 

10:45  Worship 

Church Office 

Hours  

M—F   9:00 a.m.-

1:00 p.m. 

Our purpose is to provide a nurturing Christian 

home in which all may grow in faith and service. 

7:17 Prayer Initiative 

In your newsletter this month, you’ll find a 

prayer card for each member of your family. 

If for some reason you didn’t receive one, 

please let the church office know and we’ll 

get one to you right away. This prayer card is 

a part of what we’re calling our “7:17 Prayer 

Initiative.” On the front is a scripture passage from Psalm 7:17, “I will 

thank the Lord for his righteousness; I will sing praises to the name of 

the Lord Most High.” I am asking that every member of our 

congregation set their alarm clock—I’ve got mine set on my phone 

already—to go off at 7:17. It doesn’t matter if it’s a.m. or p.m., 

 I’ll leave that up to you. When that alarm 

goes off, I would encourage you to take your 

prayer card, read the scripture, and then read 

through the various petitions on the back. 

You’ll notice that they follow the pattern of 

the Lord ’s Prayer, the very prayer Jesus 

taught his disciples to pray. After each bullet 

point/petition, pause for a few moments to 

reflect on those words and what they mean to 

you. Also, use that time to share with God 

your prayers related to that petition.  



 

 

The church is experiencing a cash flow shortage, and summer 

is coming. Summer is a challenging time at Wesley as 

members of the congregation tend to enjoy some summer time 

away from Grand Forks. When members are away from Grand 

Forks, and Wesley, they tend to take their checkbooks with 

them. That means summertime offerings to the church lag 

behind other months. The church's bills do go down some in 

the summer months with some salary reductions (primarily in 

music), and by having no heat bills. However, we will also 

incur some increased utility expenses as we use our new air 

conditioner to cool the sanctuary to make it a more pleasant 

worship experience.  

The church's forecasted expense for 2015 is $312,000. This 

works out to $6000.00 per week on the average. Our giving to 

date has been slightly below this amount and that is why we are 

facing a cash flow shortage. If each of us could increase giving 

by 1% of our income, Wesley would have the funding needed to 

meet its missions. 

Last year we made several significant improvements to the 

structure of Wesley. Windows were replaced, the Sanctuary 

wall was insulated, sheet rocked and painted, and air 

conditioning was added. All of this was paid for by members of 

the congregation who were motivated to improve the church 

structure for future use.  

We need that same motivation and commitment to support the 

operating budget of Wesley. We have been an important 

influence on lives in the Grand Forks region and beyond for 

over 140 years. I believe that Wesley continues to provide a 

home for people as they seek to follow Christ. Each of us 

needs the church in our lives at different times and for 
 

 

Also, save those pop tabs, there is a 
container in the narthex for them. We also 
save those printer cartridges and send them 
off to be reimbursed for them. 

 

May is the last month for regular circle meetings for many of the 
circles for the summer. Quilting group continues through the 
summer, with the time changing to 9:30 am  on Wednesdays 
beginning in June.  
 

Reading counts. The list of books is in the back 
of the UMW program booklet. Keep track of 
what you read and let Irene Wagner know for 
the credit to our unit. 
 

‘Mission u’ -  July 16-19 in Jamestown 

The In-depth themes this year will be: “Learning Together for 
Transformation of the World”  

The studies  are:  

Latin America: People and Faith—This study will take into 
consideration cultural identity, language, history, and even 
religious affinity of the region. 

The Church and People with Disabilities—This study is meant 
to touch the heart as well as inform and prompt action. Topics 
range from Biblical perspectives to overviews of living with and 
adapting to varying disabilities. 

Created for Happiness: Understanding Your life in God—This 
study will examine the understanding of happiness and how to live 
the life that God calls us to. 

Contact Judy Christy or Pat Henry for additional information. 
Registration is due July 3. 



 

 

 
Congratulations to Marge Myrold and 
Michele Iiams as recipients of this year’s 
Special Mission Recognition honors from 
United Methodist Women Sunday. 
Congratulations also to Tracy Wicken who 
was chosen as this year’s Jewel of a 

Woman. Each year, United Methodist Women nominate and select 
people for this recognition who are a part of our congregation, are 
active in our church and community and put forth that extra effort 
in what they do. Thank you for all that you do! 

 

Thanks to all who participated in our United Methodist Women 
Sunday and to those who worked hard to make it a special day. 
Remember, if anyone is interested in joining either a circle or the 
general group, please feel free to come to any of the meetings.  

 

Mark your calendars for May 20th.  There will be a 
salad potluck supper in Fellowship Hall at 6:00 pm. 
So dust off the cookbooks, come up with a tasty 
salad and join in to celebrate spring. Everyone in 
the church is invited to attend.  

 

Reminder, continue to save your 
soup labels and box tops. If you 
contribute these to some place 
other than Wesley--keep track of 
the numbers and we can still get 
credit for our unit. Turn in the 
amounts to Pat Henry.  

 

different reasons. Wesley is a place to celebrate the joys in our 

lives as well as a place to share our sorrows. 

Each of us made a commitment to support Wesley when we 

joined by sharing our time, talents, resources, and witness. At 

this time, I am asking you to please share more of your 

resources so that Wesley's work can continue effectively this 

season without the burden of unpaid bills.  

Specifically, I am asking you to consider one or all of these 

ways to support Wesley. 

Increase your financial commitment and support of 

Wesley. Consider adding 1% of your income. 

If able, pay your commitment early to help Wesley avoid 

its summer cash shortfall. 

Sign up for electronic giving. Your contribution gets made 

regularly whether you attend or not. 

Pray that others will do the same so Wesley can 

effectively continue its mission. 

I look forward to communicating with you again about our 

finances as we accomplish our work as a community of Christ. 

John Galegher, Jr. 

Treasurer 

701 741-1377 or JohnGJr@Invisimax.com 



 

 

Birthdays 

  1   Brianna Myrold 

  2   Taylor Holm 

       Rachel Iiams 

  3   Duane Sandwick 

  4   Rodney Spicer 

  5   Carole Bischoff 

       Janet Christianson 

       Andrew Darling 

       Diane Ferguson 

       John Nordlie 

  6   Jim Faircloth 

  8   Taylor Just 

       Greg Wicken 

       Doug Williams 

  9   Sandy Dittus 

       Elizabeth Jossart 

       Tuesday Just 

       Megan Spaeth 

10   Cody Aarvig 

       Dorothy Lindberg 

11   Elaine Smith 

12   Helen Emery 

13   Erin Clow 

       Kristen Clow 

       Ethan Reed 

       Sharon Stewart 

14   Johanna Dittus 

       Linda Juntunen 

       Bailey Just 

16   Kayleigh Blake 

18   Emily Beaton 

19   Cathy Marler 

21   James Juntunen 

22   Vanessa Guseman 

       Bill Kerzman 

       Lonnie Lamberson 

23   Bob Boyd 

       Erin Hager 

24   Melissa Nordlie 

25   Brooke Van Looy 

26   John Galegher Jr. 

       James McConnell 

       Natalya Reed 

       Kathy Tretter 

27   Krystal Jose Ipsen 

28   Lisa Gores 

       Karen Griffin 

       Emolyn Skinner 

29   Alice Darling 

       James Johnson 

       George Wogaman 

30   Denise Ellis 

31   Sheila Galegher 

       Craig Goetz 

       Matthew Yaeger 

Anniversaries 

  5  Barb & Ben Holien 

20  Greg & Anne Bryson 

29  Joel & Michele Iiams  

 

Summer plans include the 
possibility of a children’s 
Wednesday evening program at 
the same time as a worship 
service for the grown-ups.  We will 
send out more information and will 
have details in the June newsletter 

as plans become final.  If you are willing to help with a 
Wednesday night children’s program, please contact 
Jessica Zerr (jessmzerr@gmail.com) or Judy Christy 
(judy.gfwesley@midconetwork.com) 
 
 
We will also be hosting Sidewalk Sonday 
School/Fun in the Son this July 19-23 at 
Richards West Park with Zion UMC.  We 
would like to encourage all children ages 3
-12 from Wesley and Zion UMCs to attend 
and to bring a friend.  It will be a great time 
to make new friends and have fun while serving in the 
community and learning about Jesus.  Watch for more 
details soon including ways in which you can help.   
 
 

 
Do you have 
someone 
graduating in 

your family? We would love 
to recognize their 
accomplishment. Let us 
know who in your family is 
graduating and from where. 
If you have a college 
graduate in your family, 
please let us know the 
degree they have earned. 
Please let the church office 
know by calling 772-1869 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Worship Schedule 

begins May 24 

9:00 am—Coffee fellowship 

9:30 a.m.—Worship 



 

 

 
It’s been a good year of Sunday school!  We pray that 
children, youth and adults have been blessed by the time 
they have shared on Sunday mornings.   

The last day this spring for Sunday school classes and 
children’s music practice will be May 10.  The next Sunday, 
May 17, we will recognize students who have attended 
Sunday school this year as well as the Sunday school 
teachers and staff.  There will be a time of refreshments 
and fellowship between worship services that day.   

Recognition will also be given during both worship services 
as well.  So, parents, please let us know which service 
you and your student (preschool – 12th grade) will 
attend on May 17 so that no one is missed.  You can call 
or email the church office or let your child’s Sunday school 
teacher know on May 10. 
 
 
 
 
We would like to offer a 
special thank you to Michele 
Iiams who has served as 
Sunday School Coordinator 
for the last three years but has 
decided to step down from 
that position. We appreciate 
all that you have done!   

 

 

Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.  
in the quilting room on 

3rd floor.  

Everyone is 
Welcome! 

For questions, call Helen 
DeMaster at 701-772-3584 

 

 

 

 

will be meeting on  

May 19 

@ 7:00 p.m. 

At Wesley UMC 

Book 

Wild 

By Cheryl Strayed 

New members are always 

welcome! For questions, call 

Natalie Meier at 701-775-9177 

REMINDER:  The 

children will be singing on 
Mother’s Day Sunday, 
May 10th, at the 10:45 a.m. 
service.  This will be the 
last time they sing this 
year.  This will also be the 
last Sunday for Children’s 
Music.  I have really 
enjoyed working with 
your children this 
year.  Thank you so much 
for your dedication in 
bringing them to Sunday 
School Music.  Kellie 
Burgess  

Mission Meal –  

Thank you to those who helped 

prepare the food, serve the meal, 

or who donated desserts or money 

to help buy needed supplies.  125 

people were served dinner on 

April 27 due to your generosity.  



 

 

A note from the Pastor 

 

7 “Ask, and it will be given you; search, 

and you will find; knock, and the door 

will be opened for you. 8 For everyone 
who asks receives, and everyone who 
searches finds, and for everyone who 
knocks, the door will be opened. 9 Is 
there anyone among you who, if your 
child asks for bread, will give a stone? 10 
Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a 
snake? 11 If you then, who are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father in 
heaven give good things to those who ask 
him!” ~Matthew 7:7-11 

I don’t like being told that I’m evil, but in this context I understand 
what Matthew is saying: despite the many times we are unfaithful to 
God, God is good to us, just as we are good to our children. Yet, 
often we forget this when we face difficult challenges. We try, with 
our own strength, and our own will, and our own ambition, to 
overcome whatever we are facing, and we forget that the solution to 
most problems, if not all problems, begins with prayer. 

Jesus says in this scripture that if we ask, it will be given to us, if we 
search, we will find it, and if we knock, the door will be opened. 
Now, sometimes we look at this scripture and we think, “Yeah, 
right! I’ve tried that! I’ve stood at that door and knocked, and 
knocked, and knocked, and God must have been out of town that 
day ‘cause no one answered!” I’ve felt that way before. I remember 
specifically in college at one point sitting in a room by myself, 
praying, trying to make sense of the struggles I was going through, 
and feeling like God wasn’t there, or worse, that God didn’t care. 
The truth, of course, is that God was there, and that prayer was the 
beginning of a search that finally led me not only to the answer, but 
to ministry. 

When we pray, we are spending time with our closest friend, 
 

 
Free Summer Lunch 

for Youth 2015 
 

TIME: 12 Noon 

Monday—Friday 

DATES: June 8—July 31 

PLACES: Listed Below 

 

 

NEW SITES 

FOR 2015! 

Bringewatt Park 

2205 24th Ave South 

Midtown (Smiley) Park 

4th Ave N and N 6th St 

Elks Park 

1002 13th Ave South 

 

 

 

~Rain or Shine~ 

Please call 701-795-8614  

with any questions! 

United Way Supported 

Itts-WiItts-Williams Park (EGF) 

300 15th St NE 

LaGrave Learning Center 

832 4th Ave South 

University Park 

320 North 25th St 

Richards West Park 

4700 6th Ave North 

Grand Forks Public Library 

2110 Library Circle 



 

 Youth Group 

Important Upcoming Dates and Information: 

♦ May 17: Youth Sunday  

♦ June 3: Last Youth Group un�l fall 

On Easter Sunday, the youth participated in the sunrise service. The 
youth did such a great job! Elise Christy helped out in directing the 
monologues and she did a great job with them! The youth would like to 
thank everyone who attended. 

We had 8 youth participate in our 30 Hour Famine on April 17-18. 
Everyone had a great time playing games, learning about poverty, and 
hanging out. We broke our fast with communion served by Pastor 
Howie followed up with pizza and salad.  

On May 17th the youth will lead the Sunday service. We will share 
with the congregation some of our favorite worship songs and the fun 
activities we’ve done this year. We would love to see everybody attend 
to learn more about the youth group! 

We will have an event to celebrate the end of another year of youth 
group. More details will be available soon so if you are interested, send 
us an email and we’ll make sure to keep you up to date. 

Youth Group is for all students in grades 6-12. Friends are welcome! 
We meet every Wednesday from 7:00PM to 8:30PM in the youth room 
at church. 

If you have any questions or concerns, or would just like to know more 
about youth group, I can be reached at 
youthgroup.gfwesley@midconetwork.com or through the church 
office. 

Mark Schlasner 

Youth Leader 
 

 

greatest mentor, and best ally. We are speaking with one that will 
never turn us the wrong way, but instead will guide, and lead us. 
We are also communicating with one who knows us even better 
than we know ourselves. As such, through prayer, God will 
challenge us to be more than we ever imagined we could be. 

The same is true for our congregation. When we pray together—
asking, searching, and knocking—doors are opened and we begin 
to discover the church God is calling us to be. That’s why, as I 
consider the current financial struggles in our church, I believe that 
the solution starts in prayer. It starts with a congregation that is 
willing to come together and humble itself, bowing before the 
Lord, and saying, “Lord, we need your help. We need your 
guidance. We need your inspiration. We need you to challenge us, 
as well as nurture us. We need you to encourage us and lead us to 
a place where we can truly be your church.” 

In your newsletter this month, you’ll find a prayer card for each 
member of your family. If for some reason you didn’t receive one, 
please let the church office know and we’ll get one to you right 
away. This prayer card is a part of what we’re calling our “7:17 
Prayer Initiative.” On the front is a scripture passage from Psalm 
7:17, “I will thank the Lord for his righteousness; I will sing 

praises to the name of the Lord Most High.” I am asking that every 
member of our congregation set their alarm clock—I’ve got mine 
set on my phone already—to go off at 7:17. It doesn’t matter if it’s 
a.m. or p.m., I’ll leave that up to you. When that alarm goes off, I 
would encourage you to take your prayer card, read the scripture, 
and then read through the various petitions on the back. You’ll 
notice that they follow the pattern of the Lord ’s Prayer, the very 
prayer Jesus taught his disciples to pray. After each bullet point/
petition, pause for a few moments to reflect on those words and 
what they mean to you. Also, use that time to share with God your 
prayers related to that petition. 

I can hardly wait to hear how God is speaking to you through your 
prayer life, and through this 7:17 prayer initiative. I truly believe 
that this will be the beginning of the revival and renewal that we 
want to see in this congregation. 



 

 

A Christian steward contributes his or her time, talent, prayers, and 

financial resources with a willing and joyful spirit. 

How can I Help? 

1. By Sharing your Prayers  
Prayer Focus for May: Christian Home Month 

See back page for additional prayers 

2. By sharing your presence (talents, abilities) 

We say Thank You for all who have shared their talents 

and abilities during April 

Thank you to: 

- all who have shared their time and talents for 

Sunday morning worship by serving as Welcome 
Teams, Lay Readers, Communion Preparers and 
Servers, Sound Board Monitors, Nursery Helpers, and 
by providing special music for our Sunday worship 
services. 

- those who serve on Church Council, Board of Trustees, Staff-Parish 
Relations Committee, Finance Committee, Memorial Committee, as 
lay leaders, and in all other leadership roles within our church. 

- Quilters for making quilts to donate to CVIC’s shelter House 
- Youth and adults who led and participated in the Easter “Sunrise” 

services  
- United Methodist Women for leading worship on UMW Sunday 
- and those who: 
- helped with serving a meal at the Northlands Rescue Mission or 

provided desserts, or gave a donation 

There are many ways that you can participate in the life and ministries of 
Wesley Church! 

Contact Judy Christy, Coordinator of Lay Ministries, at 772-1869 or          
judy.gfwesley@midconetwork.com  for more information or to volunteer. Also 
watch for sign-up sheets in the church lobby, or announcements in the 
weekly bulletin. Training will be provided as needed. 

Are there are other projects or activities you would like to see happen?  
Email Judy about that too! 

 

 

Congratulations to Mark Schlasner (OWW…
OWW…OWW – Hottest Chili) and Erik Myrold 
(MMM…MMM…MMM best-tasting chili)!   
Thanks to all who made and brought chili or other 
items for the 2nd Annual Wesley Chili Cook-Off.  
The proceeds from the free-will offering for the 
meal will go towards our Camp Scholarship Fund 
and will enable more children and youth to be able 
to attend a Dakotas United Methodist camp this 
summer. Almost $400 was raised for Camp 
Scholarships.  Thank you!  

Led by the spirit 24/7! 

If your child or youth has not signed up for a camp 
yet, there’s still time.  Go to the Dakotas 
Conference camping website, www.dakcamps.org, 
for all the details.  Remember that Wesley UMC 
will pay one half of the Early Bird registration fee.  
Call the church office for a special code to enter 
when registering online so that the camp office will 
know that you are paying half and the church is 
paying half.  Additional scholarship funds may be 
available above the 50% if needed. Please talk to 
Pastor Howie or call the church office for details on 
additional scholarships.  



 

 

Gardener’s Helper 
Needed: someone to volunteer to help one morning a 

week, usually Friday (negotiable) to help Helen 

DeMaster in the perennial garden. It will begin July 1. 

Contact the church office or Helen at 772-3584. 

A BIG THANK YOU for the great response to 

buying quilts to help support the quilters’ 

mission. THANKS also to those who gave 

monetary donations, yard goods, yarn, and 

iron  We, the quilters, feel you working with us 

in mission. 

 

 

              Offering Received 

 2014 2015 

Prepaid 
Pledges 13,020.00 14,372.06 

January 11,885.66 19,922.87 

February 18,656.71 21,351.98 

March 21,336.78 24,764.61 

April 21,070.22 19,552.28 

May 19,298.40  

June 20,128.93  

July 16,937.53  

August 21,595.63  

September 20,016.66  

October 19,531.40  

November 22,929.07  

December 31,844.18  

   Total 258,251.17 99,963.80 

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  

 April 5 242 

 April 12 136 

 April 19 112 

 April 26 137 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  

 April 5 15 

 April 12 36 

 April 19 35 

 April 26 41 

- have provided lunch for the young adult/college-age group on Sundays 
throughout the school year.  

- are serving as teachers, helpers, subs, music leaders, or other staff for 
our Sunday school programs 

- help provide, prepare, serve and cleanup for Sunday coffee fellowship 
- provide cookies, other treats or coffee for Sunday morning coffee 

fellowship. 
- polish brass offering plates, candle holders, etc., and fill the oil candles. 
- count the weekly offering 
- care for and water the plants inside and outside the church building. 
- take care of the garden areas. 
And thank you to the many others who share their time with our 

church and community in ways that we do not always know about. 

3. By sharing your gifts 

- Additional contribution to the 
general fund of Wesley UMC 

- Batting for the Quilting Group 

- UMCOR kit supplies – see list 
in this newsletter 

- Funds for church building 
updating/repair projects  

- Men’s jeans, new or slightly 
used, for the Free Mobile 
Thrift store in Watford City 

- Coffee mugs with lids, back 
packs or small suitcases, 
sheets & towels for the 
Northlands Rescue Mission 



 

 

Wesley United Methodist Church Council and Finance Meetings,                  

March 16, 2015 @ 7:00pm  

Present - Pastor Howie Baird, Elise Christy, Judy Christy, John Galegher, Pat Henry, 
Berniece Holm, Steve Schlasner,  Jeff Van Looy, Doug Williams, Richard Wills, Jessica 
Zerr, Ryan Zerr 

Absent - Penny Millspaugh, Jeff Steckman, Sharon Stewart, George Wogaman 
Opening Prayer  - Pastor Howie  

Recite Purpose – Our Purpose is to provide a nurturing Christian Home in which all may 

grow in faith and service.  

Devotions - Pastor Howie led us in devotions. 

Finance Meeting – Called to order by Doug  

Doug gave the treasurers report. Total income $67,000 year to date. General Fund 

balance is -818.68. We have paid January and February Apportionments. Ryan moved to 

approve the treasuerer's report and Jessica seconded. Motion passsed unanimously.  

Doug has asked Vanco to contact him about card reader and on-line giving from our web 

site. There was also discussion about using a QR code.  

Doug and will be asking George to introduce him to the our new insurance agent.  

Following adjournment of the finance committee we will proceed into the council meeting.  

Council Meeting - Called to order by Pastor Howie 

Agenda 

I. Approval of February minutes - Pat moved to accept February minutes. Doug seconded. 

Motion    passed unanimously. 

II. Reports 

     a. Finance – Doug (see Finance meeting minutes) 

     b. Trustees—Jeff/Richard  

Trustees discussed the boiler. We have spent $5000 since last October. We will 

continue to be nickel and dimed. 

Need to repair the heater in room 104 and the Women's bathroom -- both need to be 

repaired. 

Discussed the alarm system. With other items that need immediate attention this will 

need to go on the back burner. They will be getting a chimer for the front door. The 

back door system is on hold. 

List of repair projects found on Church walk through: Ceiling tiles over stairwell, 

paint around elevator doors will be attended to by volunteers. The dishwasher in the 

kitchen is working intermittently. Keep your eye out for a used one. 

     c. Staff Parish—Ryan     No report. 

     d. Lay Leaders: 

         Care and Outreach— No report 

        Faith Development—Jessica 

Since Zion will not be joining us for VBS staffing SWSS will be the first priority. 

SWSS will be the 3rd week in July, starting on July 19th. Due to scheduling of events 

in June & July we are looking to schedule VBS in August. Perhapes using a 2-day 

retreat type curriculum VBS. 

 

 

 We need to plan for Sunday School recognition and Graduation Sunday. 

 We need nominations for a Sunday School director, please let Jessica know.  

        Worship –Steve 

Second service is in need of a new sound board operator. Still working on Sanctuary 

projection system. 

        Mission – Judy for Sharon 

Mission Meal is April 27th, Monday. They will need a few people to help prepare 

food and serve. Dessert will also be needed. 

     e. UMW—Pat 

36 people attended the potato bake on 3/15. Attendance was down from previous 

years, but there was great fellowship. UMW discussed the idea of a salad potluck for 

Sunday School recognition and will work with Faith Development. 

Penny will speak on UMW Sunday, April 12th. Displays and treats will be available 

in the basement. 

     f. Memorial Committee - Bernice 

Berniece provided the Council with an updated Guide to Memorials. Memorial 

envelopes will be available out in the Narthex with additional information. 

In 1991 a grave plot for two was donated to the church. It is in the cemetery on the 

corner of 32nd and Washington. Does it belong to Trustees or Memorials? What do 

we want to do with it? Pastor Howie will find out additional information. 

     g. Pastor’s Report – Pastor Howie 

Randy Cross will be our new District Superintendent based in Fargo. He will be 

preaching here on Homecoming Sunday. 

The Prayer Initiative was the first MCCI task. We have engaged in 40 days of 

praying. There are also prayer cards in the pews. A Monday morning prayer team will 

also be formed to pray for the Church and over the prayer cards.Next MCCI meeting 

(Monday, 3/23) is on the Finance component. 

 New member class will begin on the April 19th. Everyone is invited to attend. 

III. New and/or Old Business 

A short term task force for Safe Sanctuaries is being formed. It will include Jessica, Judy, 

Elise, Judy & Penny, and a few others. Windows have gone in 3rd & 4th floor doors with 

clear glass. A door is on order for the Nursery. It is time to solidify our intentions into a 

policies and procedures document. First meeting in April with a policy and procedures 

document completed by start of next school year.  

         Discussion on Purpose Statement - Consider replacing the word home with 

community. Is the mission statement more for us and our interpretation and its meaning 

for us versus what it means to "outsiders".     

         Update on Archives - Curt (UND Archivist) will provide boxes. Bob Boyd, Aileen 

Sandwick and Elise Christy will work with Curt. 

IV. Looking ahead:  Next meeting date is Monday, April 20 – 6pm for Trustees & 

SPRC; 7pm for Finance/Church Council 

Closing Prayer – Pastor Howie closed us with prayer. 

Adjourn 


